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At a press conference in Buenos Aires on July 26, Costa Rican Foreign Minister Rodrigo Madrigal
Nieto said that the Nicaraguan government's recent actions expulsion of the US ambassador, and
closing a newspaper had renewed US reaction against Nicaragua, and consequently, calls for more
aid to the contras were once again gaining a hearing in the Congress. In response to a reporter's
question, Madrigal said he could not predict the future US administration's "attitude" toward
Nicaragua, since "a Republican administration does not necessarily follow the actions of another
Republican administration," and "the Democratic platform does not contain a concrete plan [on
Central America]." Madrigal was scheduled to return to San Jose on July 27, after a three-day official
visit in Argentina. He said the trip to Buenos Aires was aimed at "reviewing topics of interest to both
governments, such as the foreign debt question, Latin American trade, and the Central American
situation which affects us directly, and you, indirectly." The minister said his government "plays a
role in peace efforts and the establishment of democracy in Central America." He added that Costa
Rica "has its own peculiar characteristics. Having embraced democracy 100 years ago, and lacking
military problems since we have no army, Costa Rica is a threat to no one." Madrigal asserted
that San Jose "wishes to maintain neutrality, non-involvement in neighboring conflicts, and its
moderator role in Central American conflicts..." He continued by stating that principal goals of
President Oscar Arias' administration are resumption of the Nicaraguan peace talks, and advancing
the peace process in El Salvador and Guatemala. Next, Madrigal said that his government "does
not support a military solution" to the Nicaraguan conflict, "but rather a political and negotiated
solution. We believe that a military solution is not viable in the long-term, and thus seeking another
option is preferable. It is necessary for the Nicaraguan government to make further concessions in
order to weaken those who propose a military solution." (Basic data from Argentine news agency,
DYN, 07/26/88)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

